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T	he Spanish Arabism community is thrilled  
	with the publication of this work. It is in-

deed great news that Brill Academic Publishers 
has chosen to dedicate the 24th volume of its col-
lection on European history to Islamic Granada. 
Equally noteworthy is the appointment of Bárbara 
Boloix-Gallardo, a specialized professor in Nasrid 
studies and a respected authority in this field, as 
the editor of this volume. In recent years, we have 
seen a number of synthesis works on Al-Andalus 
history authored or coordinated by Spanish Ara-
bists, a gratifying trend that contradicts a shocking 
previous state of affairs, where there were almost 
exclusively experts from other countries taking the 
lead in producing works of this nature, which were 
subsequently translated into Spanish. I think it is 
paramount that the Spanish Arabism community 
take an active role in this compilation task, which 

is so aptly performed in other regions. The pub-
lication of this work in English by a prominent 
publishing house serves also in this case as an ex-
traordinary means of disseminating research find-
ings to a broader audience.

The reader with an interest in the history of Grana-
da, or Al-Andalus in general, will find in this book 
a comprehensive and concise work that encom-
passes the latest theories and an updated bibliog-
raphy. This is not a book intended for the general 
public, but rather a scholarly manual designed for 
academic and university settings. It serves as a vade 
mecum, a suitable translation of “companion” in 
this context, which provides a condensed account 
of the most significant historical events in Granada 
and compiles the conclusions drawn from recent 
historiography on the region. Those wishing to en-
gage in a more in-depth exploration of these topics 
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should, however, refer to more extensive works, 
such as the volume devoted to Nasrid Granada in 
Menéndez Pidal’s Historia de España, as well as to 
more recent works on specific matters, published 
in the form of articles or book chapters.

The editor has successfully curated the selection 
of authors for the chapters of the book and has 
conducted a meticulous and careful editing of the 
texts. The resulting structure of the volume is clear 
and covers a wide range of topics. As with all Brill 
publications, this is a carefully crafted and beauti-
ful academic work, featuring a significant number 
of illustrations that enhance the reading experi-
ence. In some cases, the chapter authors are also 
responsible for the photographs paired with them.

Granada is the thematic axis around which the 
book is constructed, encompassing its origins in 
the Umayyad region of Elvira, the foundation of 
the city during the Zirid period, its extensive his-
tory as a Nasrid kingdom, and finally the presence 
of Muslims and converted in the city until the ear-
ly 17th century. Each chapter adheres to a shared 
methodological approach, characterized by the 
rigorous and comprehensive utilization of availa-
ble textual, visual, and material sources.

This volume exhibits a clear multidisciplinary in-
tention, as various topics have been approached 
from different perspectives and methodologies, in-
cluding political history, philology, history of art, 
archaeology, legal history, and economics, among 
others. It is also remarkably interdisciplinary, an 
aspect that the editor of the volume emphasises in 
her introduction. The chapters are organized the-
matically, and some of them include information 
from multiple fields of research. Despite the het-
erogeneity of content and disciplines, Boloix-Gal-
lardo has opted for a traditional chronological 
structure, facilitating easy reference to specific data 
or issues. Undoubtedly, this is a valuable and prac-
tical book.

A Companion to Islamic Granada is structured in 
five parts, which will be succinctly discussed be-
low. It should be mentioned that the editor sum-
marises each part’s content in the second section 
of her introduction, so in this case, we will only 

complement her contribution with some personal 
observations.

The first part, “Reconstructing the Past from the 
Present”, comprises two chapters dedicated to the 
extant sources. First, María Jesús Viguera focuses 
on the textual sources that presently enable us to 
write about Al-Andalus Granada. This fine syn-
thesis also includes Hebrew and Christian works 
and serves as an indispensable resource for explor-
ing the remarkably diverse and copious sources 
that have withstood the test of time. Viguera’s ap-
proach goes beyond a mere enumeration of the 
sources and their translations, whenever available. 
Rather, she offers a highly personal reflection on 
their authors, contents, and contextual signifi-
cance within the Al-Andalus and Islamic frame-
work. Although she focuses on the value of the 
texts for the history of Granada, Viguera’s insights 
are also of great interest to other places and his-
torical periods, making her conclusions valuable 
for anyone interested in any region of Al-Andalus. 
Viguera’s seemingly effortless treatment of this 
very complex subject is proof of decades of pains-
taking and attentive reading of the Al-Andalus 
sources. As everyone who has ever struggled with 
medieval Arabic sources knows, that is the only 
way of writing such a chapter.

The next article, focused on visual arts, is authored 
by Alberto García Porras and presents a compre-
hensive review of the main archaeological and 
material remnants. As the author points out, he ap-
proaches this task from a very broad point of view, 
considering the significance these materials possess 
in order to unravel the urban, economic, and so-
cial history of Al-Andalus Granada. García Porras 
shows how the once minor artistic expressions 
have now become paramount in comprehending 
the individuals who made use of them. Whilst still 
acknowledging its importance in that regard, in 
this study the value of visual arts transcends the 
realm of heritage preservation, becoming a valua-
ble piece of historiography. It is worth noting that 
this chapter also offers insightful reflections on se-
lected archaeological studies, although the author 
does not seek to present an exhaustive overview 
of existing archaeological historiography. Just as 
Viguera focuses on the content and significance of 
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textual sources, García Porras restricts his analysis 
to the content and value of material sources.

The second part of the book features a series of five 
chronologically arranged chapters by different au-
thors about the history of Granada. Malpica-Cuel-
lo starts by exploring the origins of the modest 
castle that would eventually lend its name to the 
future city and region, eventually evolving into a 
kingdom over the centuries. Bilal Sarr narrates the 
foundation of Granada during the Zirid dynasty 
and the history of this small taifa. Following this, 
Allen Fromherz explores the era of Almoravid and 
Almohad rule, Boloix-Gallardo depicts the history 
of Granada under the Nasrid dynasty, and Bernard 
Vincent presents a chapter on Granada after the 
Christian conquest and the history of the Mudejar 
and Morisco populations of the region. The first 
chapter adopts an archaeological approach and 
presents compelling research on Elvira and the 
fortified stronghold of Granada, whilst reading 
through the remaining four chapters provides a 
comprehensive political history. It is a commend-
able decision to extend this history into the Ear-
ly Modern Age, as it is often forgotten that the 
Muslim presence on the Iberian Peninsula did not 
come to an end in January 1492.

These articles stand out for their exceptional syn-
thesis, clear exposition, and engaging narrative. 
Despite the often less appealing nature of political 
history, all five authors manage to compile essen-
tial events while incorporating the latest historio-
graphical trends. The strategic inclusion of maps, 
chronological tables, and genealogical charts, 
where deemed necessary, enhances the book’s val-
ue as a vade mecum, as previously mentioned. This 
second part of the book confirms the reader’s ini-
tial perception, which remains a consistent charac-
teristic throughout the volume: the realization that 
a serious and meticulously researched scholarly 
work can also be accessible and instructive.

The third part of the book comprises three arti-
cles devoted to the different population groups in 
Granada, considering different religious factors. 
Maribel Fierro and María Luisa Ávila —signing 
in that order— present a chapter on the Muslims 
of Granada and their religious practices within the 

city. Monferrer-Sala and Martínez-Delgado —also 
signing in that order— turn their attention to the 
Christian and Jewish minorities in a chapter that 
traces the interesting social evolution of these reli-
gious communities under different regional gov-
ernments. While the significance of both religious 
communities to Granada has been highlighted on 
numerous occasions, and studies exist on specific 
historical periods, the authors of this chapter have 
effectively undertaken the task of providing a com-
prehensive history of Judaism and Christianity in 
the region over time, deftly addressing the histo-
riographical gaps encountered by the philologists. 
Lastly, Bernabé-Pons focuses on the history of the 
Mudejar and Morisco communities in an unparal-
leled exercise of synthesis that complements Ber-
nard Vincent’s work perfectly.

In the fourth part, we find five chapters devoted to 
different aspects of social and intellectual history 
—history of science and literature—. The opening 
chapter, by Adela Fábregas, focuses on economic 
history, a crucial aspect that has often been over-
looked in general historical studies. Following this, 
Ženka explores Granada’s diplomatic relations, 
an essential subject for understanding the region 
within the context of international politics. Ser-
rano and Zomeño co-author a work on law and 
religious sciences, while Samsó delivers a magnif-
icent chapter on “the sciences of the ancients” in 
Granada: astronomy, mathematics, agronomy, and 
medicine. Lastly, Celia del Moral presents a beau-
tiful article on Granada’s literature.

The final part of the book is dedicated to the art 
and archaeology of the region. Like in the previ-
ous sections, these articles are authored by spe-
cialists in their respective fields and incorporate 
an extensive bibliography. Puerta-Vílchez focuses 
on the Alhambra and Generalife palaces, Antonio 
Orihuela examines urban architecture, López Guz-
mán explores Mudejar art in the region, and Ieva 
Réklaityté presents an interesting work on water 
in Granada. Special mention needs to be made 
of Puerta-Vilchez’s contribution, which has been 
able to offer a new and personal vision on such 
a well-trodden subject. The reader is transported 
into the realm of oriental palace urbanism, which 
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is the harmonious result of a series of pavilions that 
must be studied both separately and as a whole.

A Companion to Islamic Granada not only serves 
as a reference monograph on Islamic Granada but 
also acts as a basic reference for readers and his-
torians seeking to explore and delve deeper into 
this world. It is remarkable how this book strikes a 
delicate balance between erudition and accessibil-
ity, doing so without having to rely upon cliches 
on Al-Andalus that enjoy widespread popularity in 
media and even within academic circles.  In the 
first section of her introduction, the editor offers 
a thoughtful reflection on the portrayal of Grana-
da in literature, a topic worthy of attention that, 
far from clouding the debate, provides an inter-
esting counterpoint to a volume with an absolute 
research-oriented approach.

Although it may seem obvious, I think it is neces-
sary to point out that the authors of A Companion 
to Islamic Granada base their studies on the use of 
primary sources. In the case of textual sources, they 
have relied predominantly, though not exclusively, 
on Arabic sources. Undeniably, the exceptional 
quality of the work, which reflects the expertise of 
the authors, owes much to this crucial factor. Re-
grettably, it is becoming increasingly common to 
witness historians lacking the necessary linguistic 
skills to engage with primary sources, yet still en-
deavouring to pursue academic careers focused on 
Al-Andalus. Some even manage to attain certain 
success by solely relying on secondary literature, 
which not only leads to a lack of originality but 
often results in plagiarism. Although compared to 

other periods of Al-Andalus this intrusion is less 
prevalent in the field of Granada’s history —giv-
en that the majority of sources have not yet been 
translated—, it remains the responsibility of the 
editors to seek qualified and expert researchers, a 
task skilfully executed by Boloix-Gallardo in this 
volume.

As with any work of this nature, A Companion to 
Islamic Granada could have been structured differ-
ently. Some chapters contain so much information 
that they could have been divided into two or even 
three separate chapters. There could have been 
chapters dedicated to interesting and potentially 
crucial topics for the history of Granada, such as 
the human geography of the region (population 
density, migrations, exiles, etc.). Nonetheless, it re-
mains an outstanding, well-coordinated work, that 
manages to attain concision and precision without 
losing any philological rigour, an arduous task, as 
any researcher who has ventured into such territo-
ry can attest.

Boloix-Gallardo concludes her introduction with 
a heartfelt desire:

We hope to have finally provided an accurate, 
enjoyable, and compelling overall view of this 
phase of our history that we expect will be useful 
for professors, students, researchers, and history 
lovers around the world.

We can affirm that she, along with the other au-
thors of this volume, have unequivocally achieved 
this goal, and can only be congratulated for their 
outstanding work.


