
T	he Patronato de la Alhambra y Generalife proudly presents the volume no. 51 of  
	Cuadernos de la Alhambra. This journal, whose roots date back to 1965, publishes original 

studies focused on the heritage and management of this monumental complex, aiming to share 
the cultural, artistic, and historical wealth of this iconic site. Over its more than fifty years of 
existence, this journal has maintained a steadfast commitment to scientific rigour in selecting 
its articles, becoming an indispensable resource for those working in this field of research.

Cuadernos de la Alhambra is a periodic, freely accessible publication that features various re-
search contributions from renowned experts in various fields the Patronato de la Alhambra and 
Generalife wishes to delve into. The ‘Articles’ section of this volume brings together a wide ar-
ray of contributions, such as the outstanding “New Alhambra vases” by Claire Déléry, curator 
at the Musée national des arts asiatiques-Guimet, alongside archaeologists Paula Sánchez and 
Eva Moreno. This study sheds light on a lesser-known collection of the renowned Alhambra 
vases, analysing the nearly intact examples housed at the Victoria & Albert Museum and the 
Musée des Beaux-Arts de Lyon, as well as those safeguarded at the Museo de la Alhambra.

Another study included in volume no. 51 is “Agricultural archaeology in the productive gar-
dens of the Generalife. Construction and use of a space for the cultivation of power” by Luca  
Mattei, a historian and archaeology expert. Mattei’s article contributes intriguing insights into 
the construction techniques employed in the Generalife’s productive gardens, an area that has 
seen limited archaeological investigation from this perspective.

This journal also publishes “The spheres of the Emperor’s Chambers in the Alhambra of Gra-
nada: geodesy, cartography and the symbolism of power” authored by Álvaro A. Martínez 
Sevilla, José Policarpo Cruz Cabrera y Francisco Sánchez-Montes, all of whom are linked to 
the University of Granada. This contribution presents an iconographic and symbolic study of 
the cartographic sphere found above the fireplace at the emperor’s personal chamber within 
the Palace of Charles V, an analysis that provides insight into the intricate interplay between 
history, cosmography, art, and the symbolism of power.

Dr. Carlos Vílchez Vílchez, Ph. D in History of Art, contributes to this edition of Cuadernos 
de la Alhambra with the article titled “The complex of the bāb al-Faraŷ (Gate of Consolation) 
or ‘Arrabal Gate’ in the Alhambra medina. Historical evolution in the Nasrid and Christian 
periods” where he recounts the pivotal role that this gate has played throughout history.
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The researcher and art historian Bárbara Alcántara Bernardo, in turn, publishes a study titled 
“The presence of the Alhambra in the art of decorative sculpture by Antonio Santisteban 
Márquez (1870-1947)”. This research marks the first-ever historical and artistic exploration of 
the figure of the Granada-born entrepreneur Antonio Santisteban Márquez, who was closely 
connected to the artistic tradition of plasterwork.

The article “The pottery workshops in the Secano of the Alhambra. The ‘Royal Workshops of 
the Alhambra’ Project”, also published in this volume, results from a collaboration between the 
universities of Granada, Córdoba, Bournemouth, Leicester, and Newcastle, as part of the ‘Roy-
al Workshops of the Alhambra’ project. In this work, the renowned experts David Juan Gov-
antes Edwards, Alberto García Porras and Chloe Duckworth outline the overarching themes of 
their research, as well as the outcomes resulting from this project.

In the ‘Recensions’ section, the specialists Sandra Suárez García and Cristina de la Puente pro-
vide bibliographic reviews of two particularly noteworthy monographs authored by University 
of Granada lecturers: Poder y comunidades campesinas en el Islam occidental (siglos XII-XV) by 
Alberto García Porras and Adela Fábregas García; and A Companion to Islamic Granada by 
Bárbara Boloix-Gallardo.

In conclusion, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the authors of the articles, as 
well as to the technical staff of the Research and Dissemination Service of the Patronato de la 
Alhambra y Generalife, and to other collaborators who have contributed to the creation of this 
volume.
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